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华盛顿：告别词，1796年 

“我已经提醒你们，在美国存在着党派分立
的危险，并特别提到按地域差别来分立党派
的危险。现在让我从更全面的角度，以最严
肃的态度概略地告诫你们警惕党派思想的恶
劣影响……它往往干扰公众会议的进行，并
削弱行政管理能力。它在民众中引起无根据
的猜忌和莫须有的惊恐；挑拨派系对立；有
时还煽起骚动和叛乱。它为外国影响和腐蚀
打开方便之门……” 
 

 



What is political party？ 

An enduring association of people who identify 

themselves by a public label and who are joined 

together under this label for the primary purpose of 

winning control of the government by means of 

presenting their own candidates in elections for 

public office on the basis of a common public 

platform. (Satori and Schattschneider) 



The functions of Political party 

• Control of the government and take public 

positions 

• Political tools for mobilization 

• The platform and institutional bases for 

interest aggregation 

• Offer long-term political coalition 

• Labelling effect 



Functions of Political Parties 

Cooperate  defect 

Cooperate  (-2,-2) (0, -3) 

defect (-3, 0) (-1,-1) 
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party substitutes: 

• provincial political machine controlled by 

local officials 

• financial-industrial groups 

• Advocacy groups / personal vote 

organization / political action committee 

• Issue group 



Political parties and social cleavages： 

• Old social cleavages as a result of national revolution and 
industrial revolution (Lipset & Rokkan) 

• National revolution: the cleavage between the center and 
peripheral; the cleavages between modern state and the 
church 

• Industrial revolution：the cleavage between landed class 
and capitalists; between working class and middle 
class/capitalists 

• The emergence of new political issues, “new social 
movements” and possible social cleavages after 1960s: 
environment protection; social equity, nuclear problems, 
gender equality, the transformation of life-style, etc; the 
previous party system was gravely challenged 

 



政党制度（party system） 

• The number of major parties competing for power 

• The organization of parties 

• The balances of power between and within party 

coalitions 

• The social and institutional bases of parties 

• The issues and policies around which party competition is 

organized 







 


