
 
 

English Public Speaking 
Chapter 8  

Beginning & Ending 

复旦大学《英语公众演说》教学团队 



Introduction 

• Gain attention, interest 

• Reveal topic 

• Establish credibility, goodwill 

• Preview body 



Gaining Attention 

• Relate topic to audience 

• State importance of topic 

• Startle audience 

• Arouse curiosity 



Gaining Attention 

• Question audience 

• Begin with quotation 

• Tell story 

 



Preparing Introduction 

• Be concise (10-20 percent) 

• Look for materials as you research 

• Be creative 

• Finalize after body is done 

• Work out content, delivery in detail 

 



Laughter  

 •       A famous Chinese saying tells us that “a 
serving of hearty laughter makes you feel 
ten years younger.” Those of you familiar 
with English proverbs may know there is a 
similar saying in that language: “Laugher 
is the best medicine.”  

•  These statements may actually be 
scientifically true. According to a recent 
study by American cardiologists at the 
University of Maryland, laughter, along 
with an active sense of humor, can help 
protect people against a heart attack.  



   My interest in studying laughter was 
sparked by a book titled Laughter, the Best 
Medicine: The Healing Powers of Happiness, 
Humor and Joy, by British psychologist 
Robert Holden. From this book and my other 
research, I have learned that laughter can 
make a difference in one’s life and career. 

     Today, I will discuss what laughter can do 
for you and how you can use laughter to 
improve your chances of happiness and 
success.  



Soccer  

    Are you a soccer fan? Do you know that 
soccer was first played in China in the Han 
Dynasty? Do you think China should bid to 
host a future World Cup?  

     Whether you are a fan or not, as a Chinese 
citizen, you must feel bad that China failed to 
qualify for the 2010 World Cup. For the 
millions of Chinese fans, China’s lack of 
success in soccer has become a perpetual 
agonizing pain. 



    I am fascinated by soccer, which requires 
flair, creativity, and team spirit. I have 
played soccer for eight years, and my love of 
the game has motivated me to read several 
books on its history, heroes, and tactics. 

    In my presentation today, I will share with 
you the history of Chinese soccer and some 
feasible ways to develop more talented 
players and coaches for the Chinese soccer 
program. 



Conclusion 

• Signal end of speech 

• Reinforce central idea 



Crescendo Ending 

Dissolve Ending 



Crescendo Ending 

• Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. 
Longevity has its place. But I’m not concerned 
about that now. I just want to do God’s will. 
And He’s allowed me to go up to the mountain. 
And I‘ve looked over. And I’ve seen the 
promised land. I may not get there with you. 
But I want you to know tonight, that we, as a 
people will get to the promised land. And I‘m 
happy, tonight. I’m not worried about 
anything. I‘m not fearing any man. Mine eyes 
have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord. 
(Martin Luther King Jr.) 
 



Dissolve Ending 

• My teacher’s words struck me. Later I 
found out that the incidence of 
colorblindness is one in a thousand. To 
me, it is a blessing in disguise. With 
that in mind, I put a roll of color film in 
my camera and set out to take pictures. 
With the snapping sound of the shutter, 
I could not help but paint the color of 
wind in my own pictures. The colors lie 
in my heart. (Xia Peng) 

 



Reinforcing Central Idea 

• Summarize speech 

• End with quotation 

• End with question 

• Make dramatic statement 

• Relate to audience 

• Refer to introduction 

 



Summarize Speech 
• In conclusion, the Great Wall of China 

enjoyed a rich history. Built over the course 
of over 2,500 years, during the Qin, Han and 
Ming dynasties, it is a magnificent feat of 
human engineering. While the Wall no 
longer continues to defend China from 
invaders, it does continue to play a central 
role in Chinese culture and international 
identity. Now that you know a little more 
about the Wall, I hope you will have a fuller 
appreciation as to why it is regarded as great 
– not just in China, but throughout the 
world. (The Great Wall of China) 
 



Preparing Conclusion 

• Look for materials while 
researching 

• Conclude with bang, not whimper 

• Be brief (5-10 percent) 

• Work out content, delivery in 
detail 



Group Work 

• Evaluate each other’s outline for 
the informative speech; work on 
beginning & ending: 

• Specific statement: 

• Central idea: 

• Organization of main points 

 



Specific Purpose 

oMeet assignment? 

oAccomplish in time allotted? 

oRelevant to audience? 

oToo trivial for audience? 

oToo technical for audience? 

oIs there a proper information gap? 



Central Idea 
 

• Express as full sentence 

• Don’t express as question 

• Avoid figurative language 

• Don’t be vague 
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