
 
 

English Public Speaking 
Chapter 10  

Using Language 

复旦大学《英语公众演说》教学团队 



The Power of Words 

Fund-raisers for the nonprofit Children’s 
Service Bureau in San Antonio, Texas, were 
told by United Way that they could probably 
increase donations if they changed the 
organization’s name to the Emergency Shelter 
for Abused and Homeless Children - a name 
that more accurately described the 
organization’s mission. Sure enough, after the 
name change, fund-raisers reported a 40 
percent increase in donations. 



Finding the Right Words 

• The difference between the right 
word and the almost right word 
is the difference between 
lightning and the lightning bug. 

                            ---- Mark Twain 



Denotative Meaning 

Connotative Meaning 



Language Use Guidelines 

• Accurately 

• Clearly 

• Vividly 

• Appropriately 



1. Lily laughed at the fortune teller’s _____. 

2. Will you turn on the television and get 
the weather ______ for tomorrow? 

3. The workers want a clear _____ of how 
long the job will take. 

4. She doesn’t have the foggiest idea how 
many people were involved in the accident. 
She is just making a ____. 

 

Using Words Accurately 



1. Lily laughed at the fortune teller’s 
prediction. 

2. Will you turn on the television and get 
the weather forecast for tomorrow? 

3. The workers want a clear estimate of 
how long the job will take. 

4. She doesn’t have the foggiest idea 
how many people were involved in the 
accident. She is just making a guess. 
 

Using Words Accurately 



Using Words Clearly 

• Use concrete words 

• Use familiar words 

• Eliminate Clutter 

 

 

 



Abstract VS Concrete 

creative activity 

art 

painting 

portrait 

Mona Lisa 

Abstract 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Concrete 



Use clear, familiar words 

• 1. My employment objective is to attain 
a position of maximum financial reward. 

•  I want a job that pays well. 

• 2. In the eventuality of a fire, it is 
imperative that all persons evacuate the 
building without undue delay. 

•  If there is a fire, you must quickly 

leave the building. 



Using Language Vividly 

• Imagery 

• Rhythm 

 

 



Using Language Vividly 

Imagery 

• Simile 

• Metaphor 

 

     

 

 



Simile 

• “An able man in this world, 

like an awl kept in a bag, 

quickly shows himself.” 

 



Complete the Sentence Using a Simile 

 
• Beginning college is like _________. 

• Beginning college is like getting on a train 
to a dream world. 

• Beginning college is like being at a big, 
exciting party. 

• Beginning college is like reading the first 
page of a best seller. 

• Beginning college is like enjoying the taste 
of an unknown fruit. 

 



Metaphor 

• “Your handshake came over 

the vastest ocean in the world  

   --- 25 years of no 

communication.” 
 

 

 



Using Words Vividly 

Rhythm 

• Parallelism 

• Repetition 

• Alliteration 

• Antithesis 

 

 

 



Parallelism  

“It was an amazing privilege --- 

and though I left early, I was 

transformed by my years at 

Harvard, the friendships I made, 

and the ideas I worked on.”  

(Bill Gates) 



Repetition 
 

• “Diana was the very essence of 

compassion, of duty, of style, of 

beauty.” (Earl Spencer) 

 

 



Alliteration 
 

“Our colleges, our communities, 

our country should challenge 

hatred wherever we find it.”  

 

 



Antithesis 

“Your success as a family, our 

success as a society, depends not on 

what happens in the White House, 

but on what happens inside your 

house.” (Barbara Bush) 

 

 



Identify the stylistic devices 
• 1. We must be candid, consistent, and confident. 

(Gerald Ford) 

•  alliteration 

• 2. Government of the people, by the people, for 
the people shall not perish from the earth. 
( Abraham Lincoln) 

•  parallelism, repetition, alliteration 

• 3. The task is heavy, the toil is long, and the 
trials will be severe. (Winston Churchill) 

•  parallelism, alliteration 



Using Language 
Appropriately 

• Occasion 

• Audience 

• Topic 

• Speaker 

 

 

 



Inclusive Language 

• Avoid the Generic “He” 

• Avoid Generic “Man” 

• Avoid Stereotypical Words 

• Use Group Self-Identifiers 

 

 

 



Story-telling 
--- a 2-minute story 

  

1）Prepare on your own 

2）Practice in small groups 

3）Present it to class 
 



Topics 

1) My happiest day at college 

2) My most frustrating moment 

3) A significant family event 

4) A most unexpected moment 

5) The saddest moment in my life 

6) The best gift I’ve ever received  
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