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11:1 And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.

11:2 It happened as they traveled east that they found the plain in the land of Shinar;
and they lived(dwelt) there.

11:3They said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly.
They had brick for stone, and they used tart for morter.

11:4They sai d, nCome, | etds build for our se
top reachestothesky,and | et 6s make for ourselves a
scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth. 0

11:5 The LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the children of men
built.

11:6 TheL ORD sai d, ABehol d, there are one pec
And this is what they begin to do, Now nothing will be withheld from them, which
they intend to do.

11:7 Come, let's go down, and there confuse their language, that they may not
understand one another's speech.”

11:8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from there upon the surface of all the
earth. They stopped building the city.

11:9 Therefore the name of it was called Babel; because the LORD confused the
language of all the earth there and from there the LORD scattered them abroad upon
the surface of all the earth.
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Morris Swadesh
At T n A B He 0 v " O (1909-1967)

1. Objects: ashes smoke stone tree bark root leaf seed sand fire salt mountain
cloud rain wind water sun moon star person man woman

2. Body parts: belly blood bone breast ear egg eye foot hair hand head heart knee liver meat
mouth neck nose skin tongue tooth

3. Animals: bird feather dog claw horn fish tail louse

4. Verbs: come bite burn die drink eat fly give hear kill know lie say see sit sleep stand swim
walk

5. Adjectives: all big black cold dry fat full good green long many new red round small warm
white yellow

6. Pronouns and others: | we what who one two this that thou road earth not night name year
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Sizes of the branches represent the
recorded native speakers
before year 0.
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The approximate sizes of
our known living language
populations, compared
to year 0.

Some skalds also retain the
ability to decipher various
other Old World
languages.
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