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The Ethical Dilemmas and Decision Making
in Indigenous Social Work Practice
SHEN Li
Department of Sociology, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai,

200234

Abstract: One of the biggest problems in social work prac-
tice is the multiple possibility of interactions between people and
culture,which makes the practitioners experience the ethical dilem-
mas in the services.This article used the qualitative research
methods to discuss the indigenous ethical dilemmas and decision
making process, which experienced by the youth social workers in
Shanghai. It was found that the basic indigenous ethical dilemmas
comprised some important issues: privacy, self- determination, inter-
est conflicts, boundary issues, social justice, value conflicts, and
the relationships in the working settings. When the social workers
were making decisions,they would follow three basic principles: the
priority of life, the importance of law and institutions regulate than
individual values, and the orientation of Guanxi. So this research
used the person- problem- situation framework to analyze the factors
and process of decision making. At last, this article suggest that
China should establish the indigenous social work ethics system.
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