Mini Examination #1   Spring 2017
Each answer is worth ONE point. Notes, books, dictionaries of any kind, or other
supporting materials may NOT be used during the exam.   
A. Multiple Choice 
1) One thing about which most cultural anthropologists agree is

a) The importance of doing fieldwork; b)The definition of culture

c) Whether anthropological fieldwork should proceed inductively or deductively

d) That anthropologists should study primarily people’s thoughts and ideas 

Answer: a
2) Ethnographers pay attention to

a) everyday life; b) community festivals; c) interpersonal interactions; d) ALL of the above

Answer: d
3) What is the perspective that each culture must be understood in terms of the values and ideas of that culture and should not be judged by the standards of another. 
a) cultural relativism; b) participant observation; c) enthnocentrism; d) cultural transmission. 

Answer: a
4) To some extent, all human activities and preferences, including erotic expression, are:

a) learned; b) culturally constructed; c) all of the above; d) none of the above.
Answer c
5) The research method in cultural anthropology that relies on personal contact with people on an everyday basis in order to learn about their culture is called 

a) the interview method. b) life history. c) the inductive method. d) participant observation 
Answer: d
6) An ethnographer is someone who 

a) focuses on the study of urban society. b) provides a detailed description and analysis of a living culture.  c) concentrates on the study of their own culture. d) uses archival data to understand the evolution of human language

Answer: b
7) Judging other people’s culture on the basis of one’s own culture is called 

a) relativism; b) commonsense; c) ethnocentrism; d) essentialism

Answer:c
8) E. B. Tylor said that culture is:
a) acquired by a man as a member of society; b) adaptive; c) symbolic; d) transmitted through observation. 

Answer: a
9) Which of the following is NOT a characteristic field technique of ethnography?

a) first-hand fieldwork; b) life histories; c) participant observation; d) random sampling.

Answer: d
10) Which of the following is UNIQUE to cultural anthropology: a) research ethics; 

b) interviews; c) surveys and questionnaires; d) ethnography.

Answer: d
11) Children learn cultural traditions by growing up in a particular society through a process called: a) adaptation; b) invention; c) investment; d) enculturation.

Answer:d
12) Anthropology is NOT:    
a) a field of the humanities; b) a field of social science; 

c) related to sociology; d) a field of narrow set of research questions.

Answer: d
B. True / False 
13)  Biological anthropologists are interested in studying human evolution and  contemporary human variations.
Answer T
14) Popular culture is too trivial (meaning “of little significance”) for anthropologists to study as "culture.”

Answer F
15) Culture is best defined as the effects of biological forces on human behavior. 

Answer F
16) The author of Body Ritual among the Nacirema argues that mystical beliefs and ritual are absent from the modern world. 
Answer:F
17) The Nacirema lived in preindustrial societies.

Answer: F
18) The rituals, beliefs and taboos of the Nacirema provide us with a test case of the objectivity of ethnographic description and show us the extremes to which human behavior can go.
Answer: T
19) In Shakespeare in the Bush, Laura Bohannan failed in her attempt to convey the true meaning of Shakespeare’s Hamlet to the Tiv.

Answer: T
20) Laura Bohannan suggests that assumptions about human motivations, morality, and the nature of reality are embedded in a cultural context and limit the possible understanding of the story
Answer: T
