How the Guardian and the Times transmit its sense of value: the content analysis of reports about Sichuan earthquake from the perspective of framing theory

Abstract

This article analyzed a series of reports of two UK main media (the Guardian and the Times) about the Sichuan earthquake from the perspective of three-level framing (namely high-level framing, middle-level framing and low-level framing).This study show that both the Guardian and the Times approached a negative framing to report the actions and the performances of Chinese Government and even the praise for Chinese Government was channeled into the Western discourse system.Therefore,the negative attitudes towards Chinese Government(at some point,and China) was intentionally and deliberately contrived and engineered.The conclusions of this study would helps in terms of the construction of the national image of China and the understanding of the stereotyped image transmitted by the non-Chinese media industry.

Introduction

When reading a newspaper,people tend to regard the content as objective and impersonal.In effect, however,a piece of news can be framed via the concrete framing process to influence the readers’ views towards the events.  

An abundance of research by Bateson (1955)and Goffman(1974),who later introduced the framing theory to the Communication studies,has already proven that the seemingly objective newspaper can indoctrinate certain sense of value through three different ways:the events it presents in the newspaper(viz. agenda setting) and the way it arrange the columns of a printed sheet(viz. framing of layout) and the texts — especially verbs and adjectives— it uses to describe the events (viz. text analysis).

Hence this study will demonstrate the ways the main newspaper media in the United Kingdom frame its series of reports regarding the natural disaster taking place in China in 2008.Intent on filling the gap in the field, this study will analyze from the framing perspective how the information is presented in those chosen media and consequently,what communication effects it may trigger in this regard. The conclusions of this study could help in terms of the construction of the national image of China and the understanding of the stereotyped image transmitted by the non-Chinese media industry.

Literature review

Framing was initially put forward by Bateson (1955) as an anthropology theory.He recognized the communication activities as based on “semiotic units” which contribute to creating the rules people observe.

The framing theory was introduced into cultural sociology by Goffman(1974) in his book Framing Analysis.In this book,he for the first time defined “framing”as a cognitive structure people use to fathom and interpret the “truth” in the outside world.Since different individuals have different cognitive structures,the framing theory implies a hidden fact that there is absolutely no objective truth,leaving open the possibility that framing could be manipulated and constructed to a large extent.

Rather than seeing framing as merely an approach to interpret the world,Gamson(1989) adds another dimension to the definition of framing:the boundary,which refers to the content selection process of each single reader before one forms ideas about specific events.

 Gitlin(1980) introduces the framing theory to the Communication Studies and thought of framing as a process of the selection,emphasis and exclusion of information.Tankard(1991) argues that the existence of framing as a pivotal role in the entire news reproduction process.He shows that to frame a event is to deal with it in a particular way in order to impart a sense of meaning. More specifically,he demonstrates that different content selection process could lead to different conclusions as to who should shoulder the responsibility for property loss or human casualties.

Guoren Zang(1999) divided this theory into six approaches in an diminishing order of importance:the viewpoints of the writers,the main events,the previous events,history,outcome and assessment.Van Vdjk (2004) from the perspective of discourse analysis provides a new “prediction”;namely, “prognosis” in a news article can serve as a potential manifestation of certain emotion and attitudes.

 The framing has enjoyed a great popularity in analyzing the reports in a homogeneous culture.Xuan Wang(2006) analyzed the reports of a state-level newspaper office,a provincial-level newspaper office and a metropolis daily,in a bid to analyze the content of news reports during the time period of the Iraq War.This research demonstrates that,despite the official attributes of all these three newspapers,the provincial-level newspaper and the metropolis daily involved tend to adopt more dramatic words to describe the Iraq War,standing in sharp contrast to People's Daily the relatively formal stance of People's Daily.

While being widely adopted in researches based on single-cultural background,the framing theory been employed in the cross-cultural studies yet.An research focusing on Chinese Embassy Bombing events reveals that reports produced by People's Daily—the China’s biggest newspaper office and by New York Times—one of the most prestigious newspaper office in the United States goes so far as to totally contradict each other,thus showing to a large extent the close correlation between reports and national interests.(Xiguang Li, Brad Thompson,Jiadi Yu,Limin Bao,2000) Previous studies relied heavily on the analysis of rhetoric and gave scanty attention to the reports regarding natural disaster. On top of that,there is practically no research of framing when it comes to Cross-cultural Communication studies.To address these limitations,a more comprehensive method proposed by Zang will be adopted in this study to analyze the reports of British media.

Methods

1. Samples

  The newspapers in Britain can be divided into two main categories:quality newspaper and popular newspaper. In order to limit the scope,only quality newspaper will be analyzed solely.MoreSpecially,a newspaper lean towards conservative stance( viz.The Times)and a newspaper prone to radical stance ( viz. The Guardian)of quality kind are selected according to circulation.

The focus for this study was seven articles selected from the Guardian and eight articles chosen from the Times on the Wenchuan earthquake in 2008 during the ten-day time period from May 13th（the next day of the earthquake）to May 22th. This study will analyze framing as demonstrated in the disaster coverage of  the Guardian and the Times, to shed light on framing in Western media in general.This study also attempts to examine three questions associated with the reports of British newspapers:

1. What are the differences in framing in these newspaper reports on Wenchuan earthquake?

2. How do these newspaper demonstrate their framing?

3. How to assess these framing?

2. Materials

The three-level framing analysis proposed by Zang was adopted by this study.Indicators of the three-level framing method will be divided into three levels:high-level framing which is concerned with the topic(viz.what kind of events they are) and reflecting the views of the media, middle-level framing referring to the background where events take place and the trajectory of the events and low-level framing focusing on the specific words the reports use and the symbolic meaning they produce. The main indicators of this trichotomy can be listed as follows: 

The indicators of High-level framing:includes topic and title.

The indicators of Middle-level framing :includes major issues, the previous events that are related to main issues,the historical background of the main events,the influences of the main events, the reasons of the main events and assessment of the main issues.

The indicators of Low-level framing:includes keywords and rhetoric.

Content Analysis

1.High-level framing 

（1）Topic

The topic focus of a news report is a kind of summarization and explanation of the content of this news report.Analyzing the topic focus thus could provide a rudimentary and preliminary understanding of the standpoints of media with regard to the events and their definition of the events.

The ordinary people(and the victims),Chinese leaders and Chinese government and the People's Liberation Army are reported in both the Guardian and the Times.（see table 1.1&1.2）It is clear that both two media regarded these three foci as the basic report subjects in this disaster report. The quake-hit dam are mentioned as a subject in the Guardian while Olympics,the severely damaged schools and other countries are introduced as subjects in the Times.The Guardian,to a large extent,put the earthquake event in a relative independent context which seems has little connection with other issues such as the Olympics and the rescue operation of other countries.In contrast,the Times evidently, holds a more complicated and multi-layer spectrum of subjects than the Guardian.It explores the implications of the earthquake in Olympics,relations between the government and the citizens and even between regional and international powers.

	Report Date
	Report Topics of the Guardian

	5.13
	Reports focused on the emotional reaction of people who survive the earthquake.

	5.14
	Reports focused on the predicament and plight that were presented to people;

Reports focused on quake-hit dam that would be repaired;

Reports focused on the actions of the government and leaders of China.

	   5.15
	Reports focused on the rescue operation undertaken by  the People's Liberation Army

	5.18
	Reports focused on the memorial rituals set by the government of China

	5.22
	Reports focused on the rescue action（especially the financial support）of the government of China;described people’s wish to rebuild homes in great details 


Table 1.1  report topics of the Guardian

	Report Date
	Report Topics of the Times

	5.13
	Reports described the scene and people’s reaction after the earthquake;

Reports connected the earthquake with the Olympics

	5.14
	Reports focused on the actions of the government of China which according to the Times stands in sharp contrast with other countries rescue operation;

Reports shed light on the most severely damaged schools 

	5.17
	Reports focused on the most severely damaged schools and analyzing the probable cause for their massive collapse;

Reports tried to explore the implications of the earthquake and connecting the rescue operation with the cultivation of images of Chinese leaders and the Communist Party and not least the Tangshan earthquake

	5.20
	Reports focused on the memorial rituals set by the government of China

	5.23
	Reports focused on the most severely damaged schools and analyzing the probable causes for their massive collapse; 

Reports focused on the rescue operation undertaken by the People's Liberation Army.


Table 1.2  report topics of the Times

（2） Title

The titles,closely associated with the topics, explicitly present the definition of the main events in different media.The analysis of title thus helps in terms of understanding the topics as well as exploring attribution in both media. 

As can be seen in table 2.1, two out of seven reports in the Guardian adopted a relative sentimental writing technique.Other articles in the Guardian were written in a less sentimental way, offering an objective description of causation,actions of the Chinese Government and implications of the earthquake.In contrast,four out of eight of the Times reports titles using sentimental writing technique——as much as its counterpart did（see table 2.2）.

Sentimentalism can help transmit the values the media hold to the target audience.The Times have a partiality towards sentimentalism in terms of titles than the Guardian.The report entitled”Just ten seconds.One moment school was there,then it was gone”,for example,depicted a more miserable and tragic picture by which readers are likely to be deeply affected as if they had experienced it themselves.The readers tend to find it far easily to accept the analysis of the reporter in the following part of this article than a article entitled“a great number of schools collapsed”.Moreover,the ostensibly literary depictions of the severest damaged schools and massive human casualties after the earthquake seem to imply that the disaster was an man-made one to some extent,as can be seen in Human cost of cut-price concrete is revealed in the rubble.  

When it comes to attitudes shown in the reports,five out of seven reports in the Guardian expressed positive(or neutral）attitudes towards the actions of the Chinese government and the People's Liberation Army.Similarly,five articles in the Times showed positive views while three reports were not in favour of Chinese government and the People's Liberation Army.The Guardian and the Times basically adopted a relatively positive attitude towards Chinese government’performances after the Sichuan earthquake.

	Report Date
	Report Title of the Guardian

	5.13
	This is not a natural disaster - this is done by humans

	5.14
	The mountains are sliding down

	5.14
	China says 26,000 buried in quake rubble

	5.14
	Troops sent to repair quake-hit Chinese dam

	5.15
	Ill-equipped soldiers face losing battle in huge rescue operation

	5.18
	China declares three days of mourning after earthquake

	5.22
	Survivors look to rebuild their homes and lives


Table 2.1  report title of the Guardian

	Report Date
	Report Title of the Times

	5.13
	At least 8500 dead as landslides seal off towns and bar way for rescues

	5.13
	Olympic pressure helps to foster a caring response

	5.14
	Seismic shift：China’s response to disaster with compassion,Burma remains criminally negligent

	5.14
	Just ten seconds.One moment school was there,then it was gone

	5.17
	Why did so many schools collapsed?

	5.17
	The Sichuan earthquake may have wider political implications in China

	5.20
	United by tragedy,China honors its dead

	   5.23
	Human cost of cut-price concrete is revealed in the rubble


Table 2.2  report title of the Times

2.Middle-level framing

（1） previous events &historic background analysis

The selection of the previous events and historic background is an important indicator of content analysis.Such indicators in the Guardian reports are listed as follows in the order of time.

Generally speaking, previous events and historic background could reflect the sense of value the media seek to transmit.Both the Guardian and the Times attributed the massive loss in the earthquake to the corruption of the officials and jerry-built behaviors,showing that they thought of the event as a man-made disaster.（see table 3.1& 3.2）

The geographic surroundings and military installations were mentioned in the reports of the Guardian,which showed the particularity of this region in geographical terms.Compared with the guardian,the Times linked the earthquake to five previous events,including the natural disaster(snowstorms and Tangshan earthquake),the outbreak of epidemic disease(SARS) and two political affairs(the unrest in Tibet and The negligence of duty of Burma government).As a matter of fact,the selection of events of this kind described the rescue engagement of Chinese Government as passive and reluctant behaviors under the pressure of public opinion(both international and domestic) .Injecting negative meaning into the reports,the Times achieved a negative framing concerning values.

	The Guardian

	1.The corruption of the officials and jerry-built behaviors may aggravate the human casualties.

	2.Three Gorges Dam could trigger earthquakes due to its sheer size.

	3.Wenchuan’s geographical conditions are so dangerous and its region large.

	4.China’s nuclear fuel production sites and two atomic weapons sites in Sichuan province may exacerbate the loss in the earthquake.


Table 3.1  previous events and historic background referred to in the Guardian

	The Times

	1.Chinese Government had seen no delay and confusion in informing the up-to-date state of the snowstorms that had stranded staggering number of people.

	2.Chinese Government’s cover-up actions during the SARS outbreak had triggered panic and rumor.

	3.The unrest in Tibet made the Chinese government more responsive and alert to emergency.

	4.The negligence of duty of Burma government further aggravated the living conditions of ordinary people who survived the typhoon.

	5.The bitterness of Tangshan earthquake may stand in sharp contrast with Sichuan earthquake.

	6.The corruption of the officials and jerry-built behaviors may aggravate the human casualties.


Table 3.2  previous events and historic background referred to in the Times

(2) the influences of the main events

When it comes to the influences of the main events,both the Guardian and the Times showed concerns for the ordinary people who lost their family members and narrowly escaped the earthquake.（see table 4.1&4.2）It partly reflected the established reports model in western media——describing the tribulation and suffering inflicted on ordinary people.

Aside from descriptions concerning victims and ordinary people,the Guardian reports shed light on the future lives of two special groups:the peasants who lost their land and the parents whose only child was killed in the earthquake.By referring to these two underprivileged groups,the Guardian literally revealed the two controversial issues in the Chinese transition from an agricultural and developing country to an industrial and developed economy.From this point of view,the Guardian reports were,whether true or false, especially profound and enlightening at the microcosmic level. Interestingly,the soldiers, unlike victims,usually understated in the conventional disaster coverage,were given special attention in the Guardian reports.In doing this,it indicated the extensive influence of the earthquake on the “subject” people who are in disaster as well as the “object” soldiers who undertook the rescue tasks.

In contrast,the Times put the context of rescue performances of the Chinese Government in a microscopical and holistic picture.It pointed out that the rescue performances dealing with the disaster was,to some extent, transferred into a public-relation activities thanks to the efforts of Chinese Government.Consistent with its framing of historic background,the Times paid continued attention to the international and national implications of rescue performances.
	The Guardian

	1.The earthquake created a great number of bereaved family.

	2.After finishing a series of of tasks(e.g. the Dalai Lama, the torch relay,killer flu.and the grave-digging duties in this earthquake),soldiers’ morale had been sapped .

	3. Panda houses in the world's most famous reserve for the endangered animals in Sichuan was severely damaged.

	4.The peasants whose cultivated land had been destroyed by the earthquake find it hard to live without subsidies after the disaster.

	5.The parents who lost their only child in the earthquake were in despair.


Table 4.1  the implications of the main events referred to in the Guardian

	The Times

	1.The earthquake created a great number of bereaved family.

	2.The official rescue actions present a compassionate public face of Chinese Government,considering its aggressive actions in the earthquake.

	3.The official rescue actions further build the reputation of Chinese leaders.


Table 4.2  the implications of the main events referred to in the Times

(3) Attribution Analysis

Natural disaster though it was,the earthquake was primarily recognized as a man-made tragedy in a spate of report of both two media.For one thing,at social level,the stakeholders—Chinese Government,Chinese army and contractors—should be held accountable for massive human casualties and property damage（see table 5.1&5.2）The Guardian report “This is not a natural disaster - this is done by humans”——the first article in a series of reports of the earthquake,for example,described a miserable picture full of victims’complaints about the misconduct of the authority,without mentioning the ongoing active and aggressive engagement of Chinese government and army.The officials’presence is likewise portrayed as nothing more than a show,amid a population that had long lost faith in it.For another,it strived to reflect Chinese’customary dependence on government after years of attached existence and they naturally take the government interference for granted. Allowing for the magnitude and some other particularities of this earthquake,negative framing had again taken hold in presenting the reasons.  

	The Guardian

	Social Level


	Government 
	Officials were blamed for siphoning off cash;were dissipated.

	
	Army
	Soldiers were blamed for coming too late.

	
	Contractors
	The builders were blamed for cutting corners.

	Geographic level
	Dam
	The dam could trigger earthquakes due to its sheer size. 

	
	Magnitude
	The Sichuan earthquake is of high magnitude and few people could have survived such a disaster.


Table 5.1  the reasons of the mass human casualties listed in the Guardian

	The Times

	Social Level

   
	Government 
	The Government turns a blind eye to jerry-built behaviors;frees from criticism like what the Burma Government attracted due to its negligence of duty;approaches a transitional technique before the Beijing Olympics;becomes extremely alert after wrestling the unrest in the Tibet.

	
	Army
	They were too slow to save the heavily injured children.

	
	Contractors
	They cut corners and use poor-quality cement.

	Personal

level
	Ordinary people
	People fled out of their homes and back on to the streets in virtue of aftershocks.

	Geographic level
	Magnitude
	The earthquake is of High magnitude and few people could have survived such a disaster.

	
	Weather
	Rescue work was being hampered by heavy spring rains.


Table 5.2  the reasons of the mass human casualties listed in the Times

Questions lingered when it comes to the information source in the Guardian and the Times.A deep scrutiny revealed that while victims voiced their opinions and feelings, the official voices were ignored and intentionally jettisoned.As a result of media’s overwhelming reliance on non-official source,even in the reports citing the official information,the government voice had been minimized to sheer number of the dead and the soldiers dispatched to disaster area:

Chinese state media today said almost 26,000 people remained buried in earthquake debris, with another 14,000 missing.

Officials today confirmed that 178 children from Muyu middle school in Qingchuan, northern Sichuan, had been killed.

The government has ordered 50,000 troops into the disaster zone.

The 2,000-student school sustained "heavy casualties", according to China Central Television.

  ——the Guardian,5/14:China says 26,000 buried in quake rubble

The state news agency, Xinhua, said 2,000 troops had been sent to help to repair the dam.

  ——the Guardian,5/14:Troops sent to repair quake-hit Chinese dam

The government has said it expects the final death toll to surpass 50,000.

  ——the Guardian,5/18:China declares three days of mourning after earthquake

The soldiers likewise had no or little say in the reports,and what they said were a kind of the complaints about their toilsome work.While showing solicitude and concerns for the victims,this kind of framing did poorly in balancing the information sources.Such one-dimensional framing techniques further aggravated the image of Chinese Government and Army,thus manufacturing a negative framing in related reports. 

(4) Assessment of the main issues

The assessment of the main issues in Guardian and the Times reports are listed as follows in the order of time.

In the Guardian reports,the joint efforts of government and army were described as something futile.The troops were portrayed as a huge but non-mechanized outfit whose efforts to rescue led nowhere.（see table6.1）The Times,in contrast,still put the events in comparison with previous behaviors of government and draw to the conclusion that China has been open and responsive.（see table 6.2）It should be noted that the Times defined China as a “dictatorship”, a word that ostensibly have few or weak direct connections with the rescue actions. Seen from the short-run,the rescue operations of Chinese Government were just a response to the natural disaster;however,when viewed from a long-run perspective,these behaviors may hint at the fundamental change of political system——a seismic shift from an arbitrary country(not a country with sui generis political system) to a democratic one.The simplistic and facile dichotomy of “democracy” and “autocracy” thus throws light on the reason why the Times spoke highly of the rescue performance,for an autocratic government began to identify and agree with the Western dominant values（that is what Western states claim to cherish and extensively hold).Only by being appreciated in Western culture can a kind of engagement (and a sense of value) be recognized by the Times and other Western media as a politically correct value.On this front,a positive assessment had been transferred tactfully into a negative narrative in which the so-called “Western values” dominated “Oriental values”.

	The Guardian

	1.Some food aid had been dropped from planes, but had been useless because the packages had smashed when they hit the ground.

	2.The troops are part of a huge, but largely non-mechanized, relief operation.


Table6.1 the assessment of the main issues in the Guardian

	The Times

	1.China's leaders have reacted with exemplary speed and concern, mobilizing a massive national effort to rescue survivors.

	2.Suggestions that foreign relief workers may not be needed appear to be based not on defensive secrecy but on the realistic assessment that China now has the manpower and experience to cope.

	3.China remains a dictatorship that is staunchly undemocratic.

	4.Chinese Government is more responsive to its people than in the past.

	5.The China state media broke the story of Sichuan earthquake rather than bury it. 


Table 6.2  the assessment of the main issues in the Times

3. Low-level framing analysis

 (1)Keywords
 

Keywords were chosen to reflect the nuanced differences in framing between two media at a more microcosmic level.
The keywords of the reports in Guardian and the Times are listed in table 7.

Subject: The frequent occurrence of a litany of words (family/daughter/son/wife/husband/parents) indicates that compared with the government and the army,the Guardian and the Times both greatly emphasized the victims and the ordinary people.The Times,what is more,gave a greater say to the officials and the government.Moreover,among the ordinary people,children eclipsed other demographic groups.

 Problems and reaction:The words describing the earthquake dramatically outnumbered the words depicting rescue work,reflecting that the focus was on the earthquake itself rather than the aggressive and active actions.

Else:“School” had been mentioned 8 and 12 times respectively in two media. Apart from it,no other types of construction and structure was repeatedly presented in the reports of both media.When“school” was excessively mentioned in reports,it is far easier for people to see that the mass destruction of schools should be largely attributed to cumulative man-made grounds,as can be seen in the Times reports.It looked as if the earthquake posed the severest damage to schools than any other kinds of structure,This kind of shorthand was prone to simplistic narrative.Such framing,combined with the words of “children”who were tightly associated with “school”,contributed to a negative framing in which the natural disaster,in a way,was thought of as a man-made accident. 

	
	
	The Guardian

(times)
	The Times

(times)

	Subject
	Government/Official/state council/Beijing 
	20
	32

	
	Army/troops/soldiers/military  
	33
	21

	
	Family/daughter/son/wife/husband/parents
	32
	23

	
	Children/child
	11
	14

	Problems and reaction
	Devastation/Disaster/devastated/wreckage   
	31
	29

	
	Rescue/save/succor/help/assistance
	16
	14

	Else
	School
	8
	12


Table 7 the frequency of keywords in the Guardian and the Times

(2)Rhetoric

The Guardian:The rhetoric in its reports is characterized by two features：extremely seditious for portraying the feeling of people and the atmosphere after the earthquake and,repeatedly using adversative conjunction in direct speech.

It showed the hard reality endured by different people through presenting their body image and their expressions.The verbs were made in a row to vividly describe a couple of typical victims in great details and the usage of these words seem to indicate victims’ mental states .

Tenderly, she eased the clean fleece over her little boy's hand and up around his plump shoulder. He didn't look alarmed or frightened, but dirt and blood were caked on his forehead. She touched his hair and then they pulled up the zipper on the body bag and carried him away.
A woman with a cast on her left arm struggled along in improbable heels, while another had only a huge blue teddy bear for luggage.

——the Guardian,5/13:This is not a natural disaster - this is done by humans

Zhou cradled his wife in his arms, holding her hand and stroking her back while she sobbed hysterically. "Oh God, oh God, why is life so bitter?"

——the Guardian,5/18:China declares three days of mourning after earthquake

The atmosphere after the earthquake was iconically shown in the Guardian reports.The very existence of victims amid a horrifying silence exacerbated the already woeful as well as grisly atmosphere,while even few victims’ voices were dwarfed by the “ steady patter of rain”. 

The whole street was seething with misery and anger. 

The sobs, wails and shouting were mixed with sirens and the steady patter of rain. 

Around them, the plate glass windows of hotels had shattered; Adidas shoe-boxes spilled out of a collapsing store. Dummies sprawled across shop windows, expensive sunglasses askew.

——the Guardian,5/13:This is not a natural disaster - this is done by humans

The dead child was lowered into the pit, his face covered with a sheet, and then the grave was filled again, marked with a stake and covered with boulders so animals cannot dig up the body.

There is a lifeless body on the street, countless victims buried in the rubble and even a dead pig in a collapsed sty.

——the Guardian,5/18:Ill-equipped soldiers face losing battle in huge rescue operation
Adversative conjunction appeared in direct speech in great numbers,thus reinforcing the tone of the speakers and reflecting the ambivalence ingrained in victims who narrowly escaped the disaster.

“Before the troops came we found more than 10 people. I saved two students and one teacher but I didn't get my own child out.”
“One was on the first floor and ran out when the earthquake happened, but was hit by a falling brick and died.” 

“I tried to get to her myself, but it all started falling down and I couldn't carry on," he said.

 ——the Guardian,5/13:This is not a natural disaster - this is done by humans

“Some people are still alive, but they are badly injured and they need medical care.”

"Others who are young and strong stayed to take care of them. But there is no completely safe place inside Qingping - the mountains are sliding down."

"We can't do anything, but don't want to leave." 

“I came here minutes after the quake, but my daughter was already dead.”

——the Guardian,5/14:The mountains are sliding down

“Some people are still alive, but they are badly injured and they need medical care," she said.

——the Guardian,5/14:China says 26,000 buried in quake rubble

"I am a farmer. I will live here forever," he said. "Of course we're still frightened of more shocks, but we've got used to it."

"If we can, we'll rebuild our houses. But it will cost 30 to 40,000 yuan and we've lost everything. 

 "We need tents, electricity and water. But we are alive and can use our hands to rebuild our families."
 ——the Guardian,5/22:Survivors look to rebuild their homes and lives

The Times:Underneath its coherent narratives,the rescue performances were recognized as makeshift and interim considerations instead of long-term strategies.By tracing the genesis and highlighting the history of P. R.China(or the Chinese authorities),the Times made it clear that China’s aggressive presence were nothing more than an occasional change——as opposed to a fundamental shift.

This time there is little sign,at least so far, of an attempt at a cover up as there was during the SARS outbreak in 2003,when secrecy triggered rumors and panic.

——the Times 5/13:Olympic pressure helps to foster a caring response

For China, where old habits of secrecy still linger, the new openness and concern are heartening. 

——the Times 5/14:Seismic shift：China’s response to disaster with compassion,Burma

While his role has doubtless been overblown by the state media,Mr Wen has long been a splash of color in the grey ranks of the Communist Party leadership.
The Chinese Government remains a dictatorship that is staunchly undemocratic,but is more responsive to its people than in the past.

——the Times 5/17:The Sichuan earthquake may have wider political implications in China

Another important fact is that the usage of specific words in Times is replete with emotional color and metaphors,if it is not jaundiced and tendentious,as can be seen in the following examples：

Seismic shift：China’s response to disaster with compassion,Burma:

Burma, the cyclone that left up to 100,000 people dead or injured now threatens the lives of thousands more people because of the criminal refusal by the junta to accept and deliver urgently needed foreign aid. 

At the time, emergency teams were wholly unprepared. Details of the 8.3 magnitude quake were suppressed for as long as possible. 

And most of China was gripped by rumors and talk of omens - to the point where the collapse of the Gang of Four was attributed to the disaster.

 It is hard to comprehend a mindset so closed to reality that it puts the security of a regime above the survival of the population.

Tough talk to Burma might also help to rescue those suffering in that benighted country.

Most importantly,notwithstanding portrayed as a paragon of a positive and increasingly broad-minded country,China,in the discourse of the Western,is identical to Burma in essence.Behind the narratives of a much-vaulted China (or the Chinese Government)and a benighted,ill-informed and criminal Burma lurks a stark notion: the current responses of Burma Government bore a nontrivial resemblance to the reactions of China Government in former times(and whether China has fundamentally and extensively reversed remains to be seen).This kind of framing,which is organically embedded in the dominant discourse system of the Western,perpetuated and institutionalized a pattern enhancing the notional inequality according to setting the Oriental as a whole against the Western,thus concocting the negative framing.

Conclusion

In this study,the reports of Sichuan earthquake in the Guardian and the Times are analyzed by three-level framing.On balance,these two media share some features in common,including mentioning Chinese Government, soldiers and victims in the high-level framing; describing the hardship endured by victims,blaming on Chinese Government and poor performances in balancing the information sources. in the middle-level framing;excessive use of negative words over positive ones in low-level framing.They show,however,more differences in reports.The Guardian adopted a more emotional approach to depict the story while the Times describe the picture in a relatively rational way，and it ostensibly put the picture in a broader context in which there is an array of key actors like regional powers and international communities.

Both media approached a negative framing to report the actions and the performances of Chinese Government.First,the rescue engagement of Chinese Government was depicted as passive and reluctant under the pressure of public opinion(from both international and domestic).Further negative framing was achieved through describing the natural disaster primarily as a man-made tragedy and relied heavily on victims as informants over official ones.Moreover,the simplistic and facile dichotomy of “democracy” and “autocracy” made the rescue performances look like a a seismic shift from an arbitrary country to a democratic one.Finally,put a much-vaulted China (or the Chinese Government)and a benighted,ill-informed and brutal Burma together to demonstrated that the current responses of Burma Government bore a great resemblance to the reactions of China Government in former times and whether China has fundamentally and extensively reversed its approach remains to be seen.In fact,even the praise for Chinese Government was channeled into the Western discourse system,where the rescue actions were depicted as acts based on Western values and the negative performances of Chinese Government remained to be seen as emblematic of a undemocratic country.In all,the portraits of Chinese Government in these reports were overwhelmingly negative due to its negative framing. 
 Ironically,the reports existed in Chinese state media show a one-dimensional discourse reconstructing which practically distort the original meaning in Western reports. In this process of discourse reconstruction,intentionally or not,the positive depictions and descriptions of the Chinese Government’s performances have been excessively amplified while the negative ones have been understated.In the chosen time period,four and six reports were quoted in Chinese reports from the Guardian and the Times by Chinese state media.With virtually no mention of the negative framing in western media,Chinese media only quoted abstract words,such as “pay sufficient attention to this issue”,“unprecedented and broad-minded posture to the world”,”increasingly thriving and prosperous”,”rewrite the new life”.The concrete meaning surfacely taken out of the context have thus been twisted into totally different meanings which even contradict the original meaning in Western reports.The notion that the Chinese Government’s performances have won international recognition is nothing more than a hallucination and disillusion.

Nevertheless,the negative framing in the Guardian and the Times could not be simply defined as a result of the inherent prejudice existing in the Western media.As the analysis in this study indicates, the negative attitudes towards Chinese Government(at some point,and China) was intentionally and deliberately contrived and engineered.In a sense,reporting Chinese Government negatively had become a politically correct action of news reports in the west.

As for the limitations, analyzing the reports from a subjective view may increase the likelihood of partly misconstruing and misinterpreting the authors' views towards the main event. For that reason, if given opportunity to interview the journalists and editors of related reports, the credibility and validity of analysis will be further enhanced and improved. 
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� The selection of keywords excludes the words that literally associated with keywords but has no real sharing meaning with them.For example,Beijing in “the Beijing’s Olympics” is not in accordance with “official”and “authorities” in terms of meaning,so it will not be chosen in this inventory.


� Given the fact that the number of articles chosen from two media is close to each other(7 versus 8),the keywords analysis can be relative reasonable and scientific.  







