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Limitations Dilemmas and Selections

of Dual Relationships in Social Work

—A Empirical Study Based on Social Workers in
Urban and Rural Areas

Fang Zhao

( Fudan University)

Abstract: Restrictions of social work dual relationships are an important
part of professional ethics which has been controversial. Scholars believe
that dual relationships may affect the professional relationship and result in
exploitation of clients with injuries should be set clear appropriate
boundaries and take measures to protect the interests of clients. The
frontline social workers think that the development of social work in China
at present is difficult to avoid dual relationships. N either the differences with
relationships of power will be abused nor become exploitative relationships.
There are exceptions in dual relationships. If handled well the dual
relationships may also have a constructive role. The restrictions of dual

relationships in the western social work ethics are not completely suitable for

Chinese culture which should be localized.

Key words: dual relationships professional boundaries ethical dilemmas



